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SUBJECT: CASE OF MSG TELESFORO SANCHEZ 

REF: A. STATE 21142 

B. CINCUSNAVEUR 281520Z JAN 57 (NOTAL) 

1. IN ACCORDANCE WITH PARA 1 REF A, THE PRE-TRIAL 
INVESTIGATION UNDER USMJ IS GOING AHEAD. DEPARTMENT 
SHOULD BE AWARE, HOWEVER, THAT IT IS LIKELY THAT 
PRESS STORIES WILL RESULT FROM NECESSARY CONTACTS 

BY INVESTIGATING OFFICERS WITH GREEK NATIONALS INVOLVED 
IN THE CASE. IF SO, WE MIGHT THEN SUFFER MUCH OF 
THE ADVERSE LOCAL REACTION TO A DECISION TO PROCEED 
WITH A TRIAL UNDER UCMJ WITHOUT HAVING TAKEN SUCH A 
DECISION. 

2. IN THE EVENT WE ARE QUERIED BY THE PRESS, WE INTEND 
TO CHARACTERIZE THE UCMJ INVESTIGATION AS CONCURRENT 
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PREJUDICE TO ANY POSSIBLE USG DECISION TO WAIVE SANCHEZ 
IMMUNITY. 

3. ALTERNATIVELY, IF THE DEPT IS PREPARED TO CONCUR IN THE 
AMBASSADORS RECOMMENDATION NOT TO WAIVE IMMUNITY 

IN THE SANCHEZ CASE, THEN WE WOULD ATTEMPT TO FORESTALL AT LEAST 
SOME OF THE ADVERSE REACTION WITH A STATEMENT 
EXPLAINING THAT SANCHEZ, ALTHOUGH ENTITLED TO DIPLOMATIC 
IMMUNITY, WAS NOT IMMUNE FROM JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS; 

THAT HE IS SUBJECT TO THE UCMJ AS A MEMBER OF ONE OF 

AMERICA'S ARMED SERVICES; AND THAT WE EXPECT THAT HE WILL 

BE TRIED SOON AND WE WILL REQUEST THAT A GREEK MAGISTRATE BE PRESENT. 

WE WOULD BE PREPARED TO ANSWER QUESTIONS ON COURT MARTIAL PROCEDURES 

IN CONSIDERABLE DETAIL IN HOPES OF CREATING SOME UNDERSTANDING OF 

(ALTHOUGH WE COULD NOT ANTICIPATE SYMPATHY FOR) OUR 

COURSE OF ACTION. 

4. WE FIND THE CONSIDERATIONS ADVANCED BY CINCUSNAVEUR 
(REF B ) AGAINST THE POSSIBILITY OF HOLDING A COURT 
MARTIAL ON A HOMEPORTED DESTROYER PERSUASIVE. WE PERCEIVE 
AS SET FORTH BELOW THREE OTHER POSSIBILITIES FOR A 

COURT MARTIAL VENUE: 

A. A LAND LOCATION WITHIN GREECE, BUT US-CONTROLLED, 

SUCH AS (1) NAVCOMSTA NEA MAKRI, (2) ATHENAI AB, OR 

(3) EMBASSY CHANCERY; 

B. A US NAVY SHIP, SUCH AS AN AUXILIARY, WITH MORE 

SUITABLE SPACES OF FACILITIES FOR A COURT MARTIAL WHICH MIGHT BE 
BROUGHT TO THE ELEFSIS PIER OR ANCHORED NEARBY; AND 

C. IN THE UNITED STATES OR A THIRD COUNTRY, SUCH AS 
ITALY OR SPAIN. EACH OF THESE HAS DEFINITE DRAWBACKS, 

INCLUDING SEVERE LOCAL PROBLEMS WITHIN GREECE IN SOME INSTANCES. 

ON BALANCE, THE NAVCOMSTA AT NEA MAKRI SEEMS TO US AT THIS 

POINT TO BE THE LEAST UNDESIRABLE. WE WILL MAKE A RECOMMENDATION 
LATER IF AND WHEN USG DECIDES TO PROCEED WITH COURT-MARTIAL. 

5. IT APPEARS THAT THEINITIAL CONTACTS WITH GREEK 
WITNESSES CANNOT BE ARRANGED BEFORE MONDAY, FEB 3 
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AND THAT OUR RISK OR ADVERSE PUBLICITY WILL NOT 
ARISE BEFORE THAT TIME. SHOULD THE DEPT OPT FOR 
THE ALTERNATIVE APPROACH SET FORTH IN PARA 3 ABOVE. WE 
WOULD APPRECIATE GUIDANCE BY COB FEB 4. 

KUBISCH 
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